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SUBJECT: GARBA SAYS NIGERIA WILL ADMIT US JOURNALISTS 

1 . AT PRESS CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 5 NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS GARBA SAID THAT APPLICATIONS FOR 
VISAS BY FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WOULD BE GRANTED. HE ADDED 
THAT NIGERIA HAD BEEN RELUCTANT TO ADMIT JOURNALISTS WHO 
MIGHT MISINTERPRET EVENTS IN THE MONTHS IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE COUP. 

2. ABOVE WAS CARRIED BY VOA FEBRUARY 5 AND 6. 

3. IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH AFAV BEFORE HIS 
DEPARTURE FROM WASHINGTON, EVENING FEBRUARY 5, GARBA 
SAID A) NIGERIA WOULD GRANT VISAS TO JOURNALISTS WHO 
APPLY; B) THOSE WILLING TO ESTABLISH THEMSELVES IN 
NIGERIA WILL BE GIVEN TEMPORARY RESIDENCE VISAS TO GIVE 
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THEM TIME TO GET ORGANIZED IN LAGOS. THESE WOULD LATER 
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BE CONVERTED TO RESIDENCE PERMITS. IN RESPONSE TO OUR 
QUESTION, GARBA SAID HE KNEW THE NEW YORK TIMES WISHED 
TO REESTABLISH ITSELF IN LAGOS. HE THOUGHT THE NEW 
YORK TIMES APPLICANT WAS NOW IN ABIDJAN. HE SUGGESTED THAT 
THE TIMES CORRESPONDENT REAPPLY THERE. C) HE REPEATED 
THE JUSTIFICATION FOR DENYING OR DELAYING ACTION ON VISA 

APPLICATIONS CITED IN PARA ONE ABOVE. 

4. ACTION SUGGESTED: 

FOR ACCRA: SUGGEST NYT CORRESPONDENT DARNTON REAPPLY 
AT NIGERIAN EMBASSY ACCRA. 

FOR LAGOS: IF YOU BELIEVE IT HELPFUL. YOU MAY NOTE 
CHANGE IN POLICY, EXPRESS APPRECIATION, AND REQUEST 
PROMPT ACTION. CHOICE OF WHETHER, WHEN, AND AT WHAT 
LEVEL TO MAKE THIS POINT IS LEFT TO YOU, BUT AMBASSADOR 
MIGHT FIND IT HELPFUL TO RAISE IT WITH GARBA AS PART OF 
GENERAL ROUNDUP AFTER LATTER'S RETURN FROM U.S. 

INGERSOLL 
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